The In Touch

JUNE 2014 Volume 49, Issue 6

Our Mission: To Seek, Know, Love and Serve Christ in all Persons and in all Creation

10 Personal Decisions for the Common Good

WE LIVE IN an age in which we are
encouraged to make decisions that
further our personal benefit. This
attitude is so pervasive that it extends
even to our spiritual lives.

There is a danger in making
our faith so personal and inward,
so focused on the first command-
ment to love God with all our hearts,
minds, and strength, that we forget
to keep the second commandment
to love our neighbors as ourselves.

Though our culture would tell us
to look out for number one, Christ’s
upside-down kingdom offers a dif-
ferent and subversive message:
Lose your life and you’ll find it. The
church was designed to display the
“manifold wisdom of God” by creat-
ing a community full of people who,
like Jesus, put others before them-
selves and seek the common good.
Christian community is intended to
be a living witness, to demonstrate
and to anticipate the future of the

Christ's upside-down kingdom offers
a different and subversive message:
Lose your life and you'll find it.

world that has arrived in the person
of Jesus Christ.

In other words, it’s impossible
to keep the second commandment
without loving God with everything
we have, but it’s also impossible to
keep the first without loving our
neighbors as ourselves.

A thriving common good and the
quality of our life together are deeply
affected by the personal decisions
we all make. The commons—those
places we come together as neigh-
bors and citizens to share public
space—will never be better than
the quality of our own lives and
households.

But what does that look like on a
practical level? How can the choices
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we make as individuals reinforce the
common good and promote human
flourishing? As I've asked myself
these questions, I've come up with
10 personal decisions we can make
to further the common good.

If you are a father or a mother,
make your children the most
important priority in your life and

build your other commitments
around them. If you are not a par-
ent, look for children who could
benefit from your investment in
their lives. )

If you are married, be faithful

to your spouse. Demonstrate
your commitment with both your
fidelity and your love. If you are
single, measure your relation-
ships by their integrity, not their
usefulness.

If you are a person of faith,
focus not just on what you
believe but on how you act on those
beliefs. If you love God, ask God

how to love your neighbor.

lake seriously the place you

live. Make the context of your
life and work the “parish” for which
you take responsibility.

Seek to develop a vocation and

not just a career. Discern your
gifts as a child of God, not just your
talents, and listen for your call-
ing rather than just looking for
opportunities. Remember that your
personal good always relates to the
common good.

Make choices by distinguish-

ing between wants and needs.
Choose what is enough, rather than
what is possible to get. Replace
appetites with values, teach your
children the same, and model those
values for all who are in your life.

Look at the business, company,

or organization where you work
from an ethical perspective. Ask
what its vocation is, too. Challenge
whatever is dishonest or exploitative
and help your place of work do well
by doing good.

Ask yourself what in the world

today most breaks your heart
and offends your sense of justice.
Decide to help change that, and join
with others who are committed to
transforming that injustice.

Get to know who your politi-

cal representatives are at both
the local and national level. Study
their policy decisions and exam-
ine their moral compass and public
leadership. Make your public con-
victions and commitments known
to them and choose to hold them
accountable.

1 Since the difference between
events and movements is
that movements involve sacrifice—

which also connects to the true
meaning of religion and what
makes for social change—ask your-
self what is important enough to
give your life to and for.

Finding the integral relationship
between your own personal good and
the common good is one of the best
contributions you can make to our
future and to our hopes for a better
life together.

I hope that you'll consider tak-
ing this journey toward the common
good with me. m

Jim Wallis is editor-in-chief of
Sojourners. This column is adapted
from his book The Uncommon Good:
How the Gospel Brings Hope to a
World Divided (Brazos Press, May
2014), the revised paperback version
of On God’s Side.
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Caryn Noland

Shane Mattsen

Riley Wright(daughter of Alan & Kate,
granddaughter Georgeann & Andy)

Connor Weir (son Tara Rud &
grandson of Cindy Cassibo)

6/11 ~ Erik Strand

6/14 ~ Doug Tanem (son of Mavis)

6/21 ~ Mark Grim (son of Lee & Carol)

6/23 ~ Tara Johnson (daughter of Byrne &

Carole)

6/24 ~ Carly Toder (granddaughter of Olga)

6/27 ~ Jeannie Strand

6/27 ~ Jon Reuter (son of Olga)

6/28 ~ Glenn Walls (son of Bill & Karen,

grandson of Donna Day)

6/30 ~ Helen Fichuk

Anniversary

6/11 ~ Diana Russiff (daughter of
Donna Day)

6/16 ~ Laura Smith (daughter of
Waiva Menefee)

WEDDING
ANNIVERSARY

6/18 ~ Joan & Carl Stone
6/22 ~ Cindy & Bruce Cassibo
6/25 ~ Brent & Lisa Schlieff

6/26 ~ Dale & Sara Kennedy
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“AND NOW, CONCERNING THE SPECIAL. COLLECTION...”

We are in need of a New Roof and will be having it replaced this
summer. An envelope has been enclosed for those of you who
would like to Donate to the Building Account for this special
roofing project.
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JUNE 2014 - Sunday Service Lay Responsibilities

Dates Celebrants Acolytes Lectors & Lessons Greeters
1
Holy Eucharist Rev. Lynn Naeckel Lee Grim Jeanne Corrin Wilbur & Mary Ann
10:00 am Deacon: Lee Grim Lee Grim Tveit
7" Sunday of Easter
8
Holy Eucharist Rev. Lynn Naeckel
10:00 am Rev. Samantha Crossley Tessa Walls Tle_zseseac\;/:/i?:]ls IanrgEaV\?aaﬁls
The Day of Pentecost | Deacon: Melanie Mattsen
15
Holy Eucharist
10:00 am ;
Rev. Samantha Crossley : Erik Strand : -
th
1™ Sunday after Pentecost Deacon: Lee Grim Erik Strand Georgeann Wright Mike & Tricia Brennard
FATHER'S DAY
22

Holy Eucharist
10:00 am

Rev. Samantha Crossley

Jeanne Corrin

Georgeann & Andy

Georgeann & Andy

Deacon: Melanie Mattsen Wright Wright
2" Sunday after Pentecost g g
29
Holy _EUCha”St Rev. Lynn Naeckel A Kay Herman Gary & Carolyn
10:00 am ) . Lee Grim . )
Deacon: Lee Grim Mavis Tanem Davison

3" Sunday after Pentecost




¥ JUNE 2014 #

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Altar Guild
Holy Eucharist Flossie
10:00 a.m. Jeanne
8 9 10 1 12 13 14 Altar Guild
. 9:30am Coffee Flossie
Holy Eucharist Landing Jeanne
10:00 a.m. Team 600pm 'T;,L:\f
Vestry 7:15pm %(%
15 Father’s Day | 16 17 18 19 20 21 Altar Guild
| Carolyn
DAL Helen
Holy Eucharist O g .
10:00 a.m. é@ﬁ:\@?
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 Altar Guild
Holy Eucharist | Newsletter Carolyn
10:00 a.m. Deadline Helen
29 30
Holy Eucharist

10:00 a.m.







